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THE &‘SSENTIAL EXPERIENCE

If information is the
currency of
democracy, then
libraries are the
banks.

From the Director

Information Literacy

- Wendell Ford

Western Library contains a variety of resources,
provides an array of services, and offers a
constructive environment. Library staff
responds to a multitude of questions from the
very basic to complex on a daily basis. It varies
from individual to individual as to what
resource or service is valued most or why they
visit the I|library.
agenda, one major focus in all academic
libraries is the concern for enhancing the
educational outcomes of students, as well as
promoting information literacy for its clientele.
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Information literacy can be defined in various
ways based on the topic being discussed, the
college curriculum, the research conducted, and
the person who is trying to identify the essential
qualities or meaning of the term. Invariably,
though, a few common threads are prevalent
throughout the literature when addressing this
topic. These include the determination that
information is required, the ability to access it
effectively, the evaluation process, the
techniqueofint egr ati ng it i
base, and the wherewithal to comprehend the
various legal, ethical, and social issues
involving the actual use of information.
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Library staff encounters these many facets of
information literacy routinely in their work and
interactions with [Ii
answering basic questions pertaining to service,
—point me in the rig
depth technology related challenges in the
library computer lab, or class-related library

instruction sessions, portions or all of the
information literacy dynamic are addressed.

This last aspect of the information literacy
transaction is especially noteworthy. Where
else do all of the pieces of the puzzle surface
and blend together better? Although
information is available through the Internet,
media, and other special interest groups,
becoming information literate involves more
than just acquiring the data. This is where the
library instruction piece plays a pivotal role in
the overall information literacy process.
Provided by trained professionals whose
objectives are to access information effectively,
critically evaluate both information and sources,
and use it to enhance and connect it to course
assignments, librarians serve as the conduit
necessary to complete the cycle of information
literacy.

Thus, although the library as a place may offer
students a plethora of resources, an environment
to study, a social venue, and computer lab, it is
library instruction which serves as the capstone
to achieving information literacy. Through a
desire to teach, commitment to quality customer
service, and longing to enhance the learning
process for students, library staff plays a key
role in achieving information literacy for its
clientele.

Ronald G. Edwards
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Featured Program: Landscape Horticulture

By Peter F. Bemis, Program Head

The Landscape Horticulture program at Western
Technical College is one of the newer programs for the
campus. This program received the first student
enrollment in the fall of 2007 and exceeded the
enrollment goal in the fall of 2009 with 22 students.

The—Gr een I ndustryll, of
Horticulture is part of, includes a very wide range of
professional opportunities, but centers on the care of
plants, including; design, growing, installation, and
maintenance of plants. Of course, most of, but not all
of, the plants are outdoors. The second reason people
are interested in worki
like to be outdoors. These two reasons, plants and the
outdoors, seem to be the primary interest of people
pursuing a career in Landscape Horticulture. Certainly
there are jobs that are primarily indoor jobs in the
—Green I ndustryll, but a
certain times through the week and many on a daily
basi s. OQur academic pro
degree that includes 61 credits, and a certificate in
Ornamental Health Care that consists of four courses
for 12 credits.

The Western Technical College Landscape Horticulture
program provides a wide and diverse set of experiences
and educational background so that our students are
knowledgeable and capable of pursuing careers in a
variety of green industry jobsites. The jobs start with
people who propagate and grow plants, such as;
greenhouse wholesale growers, and retail greenhouse
growers, who grow annuals, perennials, bulbs,
ornamental grasses, shrubs and trees. Some of the
positions include design, such as; landscape designers,
interior plantscape designers, and floral designers.
Installation and construction work would include those
firms who specialize in hardscapes, softscapes,
irrigation, and specialty features such as water
fountains. The most reliable market over the years has
been the maintenance field where people will maintain
shrubs, trees, lawncare, irrigation systems, and specialty
services such as snow removal and holiday decorations.
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Some of the newest green jobs that have a greater
emphasis on sustainability involve the installation of
green roofs, rain gardens, storm water management, and
sustainable landscape designs.

The Landscape Horticulture program curriculum
provides a range of experiences, in conjunction with
direction and support from our Advisory Board. The
Advisory Board consists of active professionals from a
variety of green industry sites including greenhouses,
parks, golf courses, lawncare, and landscape
installation. The curriculum includes a number of
courses that are common to the landscape horticulture
academic world, including: Introduction to Horticulture,
Horticulture Soils, Turfgrass Management, Woody
Plant Identification, Survey of Herbaceous Plants,
Horticulture Production, Ornamental Plant Health Care,
and Greenhouse Management. Additionally, we teach
several courses in landscape design; Landscape Design
1 centers on designing and drawing with traditional
hand tools, and Landscape Design 2 centers on
designing with the use of the software program,
Dynascape.

The Landscape Horticulture program has been active in
the community designing planting plans, and
completing some installation projects for several City of
La Crosse projects, Habitat for Humanity, and several
projects on the campus of Western Technical College.
Plans are on the drawing boards for more projects with
the City of La Crosse, the Kane Street Community
Gardens, Hillview Life Center Greenhouse, and several
sites on the Western Technical College, La Crosse
campus. Students have been active in these community
services, as well as the spring plant sale that has
provided for tours and student attendance at the Mid-
America Horticultural Show in Chicago and the
Northern Green Expo in Minneapolis.
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Resources: Landscaping

Gaia's garden : a guide to home-
scale permaculture / Toby
Hemenway.

SB439 .H44 2009

Careers in focus. Landscaping &
horticulture. J.G. Ferguson
Publishing Company

SB 446.38 C37 2008

Landscaping with native plants of
Wisconsin / text and photography by
Lynn M. Steiner.

SB439.24.W6 S74 2007

Covering ground / Barbara W. Ellis
SB 432 E45 2007

Native trees of the Midwest :
identification, wildlife values, and
landscaping use / Sally S. Weeks,
Harmon P. Weeks, Jr., George R.
Parker

QK 128 W45 2005

Careers in horticulture and botany
[ Jerry Garner.
QK 50.5 G37 2007

Managing the wet garden : plants
that flourish in problem places /
John Simmons.

SB423.3 .S56 2008

Becoming a landscape architect : a
guide to careers in design /
Kelleann Foster.

SB469.37 .F67 2010

Detail in contemporary landscape
architecture / Virginia McLeod.
SB 476.4 M35 2008

Green roofs in sustainable
landscape design / Steven L. Cantor
; foreword by Steven Peck.

SB419.5 .C36 2008

Representing landscape
architecture edited by Marc Treib.
NetLibrary

Color drawing : design drawing
skills and techniques for architects,
landscape architects, and interior
designers / Michael E. Doyle.

NC 892 D69 2007

Living systems : innovative
materials and technologies for
landscape architecture / Liat
Margolis, Alexander Robinson.
SB 472 M342 2007

Plan graphics for the landscape
designer : with section-elevation
and computer graphics / Tony
Bertauski

SB 472.47 B47 2007

Shade : planting solutions for
shady gardens / Keith Wiley.
SB 434.7 W55 2006
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Outside the not so big house :
creating the landscape of home /
Julie Moir Messervy and Sarah
Susanka ; photographs by Grey
Crawford

SB 473 M447 2006

Encyclopedia of hardy plants :
annuals, bulbs, herbs, perennials,
shrubs, trees, vegetables, fruits &
nuts / Derek Fell

SB 422 F455 2007

Viburnums : flowering shrubs for
every season / Michael A. Dirr ;
illustrations by Bonnie L. Dirr.

SB 435 D57 2007

Sustainable landscape construction
> a guide to green building
outdoors / William Thompson and
Kim Sorvig ; with drawings by Craig
D. Farnsworth.

TH 380 T46 2008

Landscape architectural graphic
standards / Leonard Hopper.
SB 472 H57 2007

The informed gardener / Linda
Chalker-Scott
SB 472 C34 2008

Exotic planting for adventurous
gardeners / Christopher Lloyd &
friends ; photographs by Jonathan
Buckley ; edited by Erica
Hunningher

SB 473 L538 2007
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Resources for Landscaping, cont.

Soil design protocols for landscape
architects and contractors /
Timothy A. Craul, Phillip J. Craul
SB 472.45 C73 2006

A dictionary of architecture and
landscape architecture / James
Stevens Curl ; with line-drawings by
the author.

ref NA 31 C864 2006

Invasive plants of the upper
Midwest : an illustrated guide to
their identification and control /
Elizabeth J. Czarapata.

SB 612 M54 C93 2005

Perennials for midwestern gardens
: proven plants for the Heartland /
Anthony W. Kahtz

SB 434 K34 2008

Hatd
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The encyclopedia of grasses for
livable landscapes / text and
photography by Rick Darke

SB 431.7 D366 2007

Diseases of trees and shrubs /
Wayne A. Sinclair and Howard H.
Lyon.

q SB 762 S56 2005

Conifers for gardens : an
illustrated encyclopedia / Richard
L. Bitner.

SB 428 B55 2007

Organic gardening for dummies /
by Ann Whitman, Suzanne DeJohn
SB453.5 .W49 2009

BEAAARAARAAL A

Journals/Magazines - Print

Landscape Architecture
Landscape Contractor

Landscape superintendent and
maintenance professional.

Lawn & landscape.

Northerner Garden
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The garden primer / Barbara
Damrosch
SB 453 D 132008

Tree & shrub gardening for
Minnesota and Wisconsin / Don
Engebretson, Don Williamson.
SB 435.52 W6 E53 2005

The well-designed mixed garden :
building beds and borders with
trees, shrubs, perennials, annuals,
and bulbs / Tracy DiSabato-Aust.
SB 473 D57 2003

Management of Wisconsin soils
Emmett e. Schulte and Leo M. Walsh
Internet link

Gardening with woodland plants /
Karan Junker
SB 439.6 J86 2007

TheAmericar
dow Gard

American meadow garden :
creating a natural alternative to
the traditional lawn / John Greenlee
; photography by Saxon Holt. Call #
SB439 .G737 2009
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D V D 6 Isandscaping

Building green: saving Man named Pearl / Susie Films &
energy, choosing Tentmakers Entertainment present ; in
K sustainable resources and association with Carmel Entertainment
a g;‘ngaeﬂthy\efgduas- / Group & The Shaking Ray Levi
lw owiVieHow VIdeos. Society ; produced and directed by
" an TH880 .B855 2009 Brent Pierson & Scott Galloway.

SB470.F79 M36 2008
libraryreference@westerntc.edu

The interactive manual and
photo-library of woody
landscape plants by Michael
A. Dirr

SB 435 D59 2003

A biography of self-taught
topiary gardener Pearl Fryar,
an internationally-acclaimed
artist living in Bishopville,
South Carolina

Green side up: professional
sod laying / presented by
Avrizona Landscape
Contractors' Association and
Avrizona Cooperative
Extension.

SB 433 G74 2003
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Inside Libraries

In our last col
loanll (1 LL). I'LL is
libraries loaning their materials to each other for
the benefit of library patrons. It is impossible for
every library to buy every book, so ILL isa
cooperative way of giving patrons access to many
more materials than a single library can otherwise
afford.

Western Library participates in ILL, and we
provide this service to Western students, staff,
and faculty at no charge. If you become aware of
a book, journal article, newspaper article, or other
item that you want, we can use ILL to get it for
you. Some materials are easier to get than others.
For exampl e, it
andjournal articl es,
rare. Itis a lot tougher (and sometimes
impossible) to get DVDs, dissertations, rare or
recently released books, and similar sorts of
items. Please note that Western Library does not
submit ILL requests for stude nt s
textbooks.

In order to initiate an ILL request for you, we

umn, W

S usu
espe:

requ
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Wisconsin
Resource Sharing

WISCA

When you use ILL, you are, in effect, borrowing
from another library. Even though we facilitate
the process, the lending library sets the due date,
renewal options, and all other constraints on the
item. If you | ose or
requested for
to participate in ILL. So please, return your items
on time for the sake of all Western patrons!
Interlibrary Loan is one of the best services that
librariesprovidle—and i t‘s one

I t * s -aldedvsevicaitiat gives you free
access to literally millions of books and articles
across the country. Whether you need an article
for professional development, a book for
supporting your teaching, or an old newspaper
article for personal research, consider using ILL.
For more information or to make an ILL request,
please email us at library@westerntc.edu.

Got a question about a library term or how
libraries work? Contact us at
libraryreference@westerntc.edu.

best to provide answers to your burning
questions!

We 6 |

have to know the specific details of the item you S.W.

want. If you want to read a book about Winston

Churchill, it isn‘t e

use that ILL thing to get me Churchill

bi ography?lI Il nstead,

want to read Roy Jenk &
Bi ography. Can you -~

The same is true for acquiring journal articles.
Let us know the author, title, and publication
detailssowecan i nsure that
what you want.

It can take anywhere from five to fourteen days to
get ILL materials (usually closer to two weeks, so
plan appropriately). The timeframe depends on
many factors such as the type of item, how far it
has to travel, and how quickly other libraries
respond to our request. For example,
electronically delivered journal articles arrive
much sooner than recently-released books. As
such, we encourage patrons, especially students,
to start their research early in order to take
advantage of Interlibrary Loan.

keep
you, it

C
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Western New Reference Materials

Encyclopedia of the

Encyclopedia of global warming /
Steven I. Dutch. CULTUR E

WARS

Library

ref QC981.8.G56 D88 2010 v.1-3
Culture wars : an encyclopedia of e
issues, viewpoints, and voices / Roger o
Chapman, editor.

ref HM1121 .C85 2010 v.1-2

400 7™ Street North
La Crosse, WI 54601

LGBTQ America today : an
encyclopedia / edited by John C.

(P:&?)e:?%_g“z Hawley ; Emmanuel S. Nelson, advisory
editor.
et ref HQ 73.3 U6 L43 2009

library@westerntc.edu

Latino history and culture : an -
encyclopedia / David J. Leonard and ENCYCLOPEDIA OF

GLOBAL WARMING M

Carmen R. Lugo-Lugo, editors. - ~
ref E184.S75 L3622 2010 v.1-2

Library Staff: Library Hours:

We‘ re on

See us at: Director of Library Services

westerntc.edu/library

Ronald G. Edwards

Reference/Instruction Librarian
Sam Wood

Circulation
Linda von Uhl
Nicole Clutter
Heather Turner

Cataloging
Deborah Blum

Computer Lab
Charlie Callan

Monday — Thursday

7:30 a.m. —8 p.m.
Friday

7:30a.m. -4 p.m.
Saturday

11am. -3 p.m.
Sunday closed

Any modifications to the
above will be posted in
advance
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