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Tena's 
Turnaround 
My name is Tena, and I am currently in the 
Nursing program at Western. Years ago, I left 
my hometown of Black River Falls to enlist 
in the marines and live in California. Life 
was good until my brother died tragically. 
I didn’t know how to deal with the over-
whelming grief and made a terrible coping 
decision: I became an addict. Years of drug 
use left me empty, destitute, and in a pit of 
despair. I didn’t know how to overcome my 
addiction and decided to commit suicide. 
But thankfully, this isn’t how it ended. I 
found help with people around me and 
started attending support groups. As I 
worked to turn my life around and get back 
on my feet, people still judged me harshly 
and couldn’t see past my former life.  

My experience with addiction created a 
passion in me to help those using. I started 
a foundation called #StoptheStigma of 
Addiction. #StoptheStigma of Addiction 
works in our communities by assisting 
people battling substance abuse disorders 
by getting resources into their hands 
immediately. My foundation has proven 
success with harm reduction by setting up a 
needle exchange program. I also provide 
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Narcan training—sometimes training up 
to 120 people daily. Narcan, or Naloxone, 
is a safe medication that saves lives by 
reversing the efects of an opioid overdose. 
I work continuously with clients to take 
them to detox, treatment, and other secure 
environments. I see a great need on our 
Wisconsin reservations; too many Native 
people are dying. 

I realized I could make a more signifcant 
impact with a nursing degree! I plan to 
create a mobile detox unit to further reach 
this underserved population. Western 
Technical College was there to help me start 
my nursing journey at 55 years old, and I felt 
at home right away. Just three more terms 
and will have a nursing degree. 

My Western experience has been fantastic; 
this place truly cares for students! To prove 
my point, I was at my clinical location this 
summer when a colossal storm slammed 
the region. A tree landed right on my car, 
rendering it undrivable. I was left wondering 
if I could even continue with my classes. 

It is more than just a car—it is my lifeline. 
I drive 90 minutes each way! I was devastated 
and in tears as my instructor, Pam Kamm, 
stood beside me, searching for solutions. 
I only had liability insurance, so I had no 
way to pay for the damage. Between Pam 
and my college advisor, Stacey Nelson, I was 
connected to the Foundation and received 
emergency funding. My car was fxed two 
days later and got me back on track. I’m 
grateful for the donors who were there to 
help me. 

Whether you donated to scholarships, 
taught me in class, helped with my schedule, 
advised my education plan, or walked me 
through fnancial aid, I cannot begin to tell 
you how much it all means to me. The work 
done at Western makes an everlasting 
impact. I am living proof; no matter your 
past, your life matters. It is never too late 
to go back to school, and Western is here 
to help you achieve your dreams. From the 
bottom of my heart, thank you for your gifts 
and meaningful work at Western. 

"I realized I could make a more signifcant impact 
with a nursing degree! I plan to create a mobile detox 

unit to further reach this underserved population." 
–Tena Quackenbush 



 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN PROVIDING SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT 
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING TECHNICAL CAREERS? 
Please contact the Foundation at 608-785-9487 to learn how easy it is! 

Flourishing Alum Shares Her Success 
By Lauri Hof '00 
Marketing Coordinator 

"If we all do something little, it doesn’t 
have to be a heavy lift," said MacKenze 
Ramsey over cofee. Ramsey is a 2016 
Western graduate who had a job in her feld 
lined up before she graduated! Absolutely 
everything went swimmingly, perplexingly 
smooth, and astonishingly perfect. Ramsey 
was hired by Rivertown Dental as a fresh 
graduate with lots of hands-on experience. 
Anecdotally, Rivertown Dental is a favorite 
clinical site of Western students. It was here 
that she found her career home. Ramsey 
refected on her situation: “how did I get 
here?” Comfortable, fulflled, challenged, 
and content—the resulting life assessment 
created a strong welling of appreciation and 
a needful urge to give. Sharing her success 
became a driving need. 

If this seems a little too easy, 
that’s because it is 
A few years earlier, Ramsey entered Western 
as a youthful Business Management program 
student. The program was all wrong; Ramsey 
found little interest in the subject. The 
wrong program choice resulted in a failed 

attempt at higher education. Fast forward 
eight years; it’s time to try again. This time, 
Ramsey sought the help of advisors to get 
her on the right path, and Career Services 
experts to help her with the critical fnishing 
touches—a good résumé and networking 
skills. Uncovering what you like and what 

you respond to makes a signifcant factor in 
any success equation. 

Success is never a solo journey 
With the help of a trusted advisor, Ramsey 
chose the Dental Assistant program and 
success followed. The hands-on aspect 
kept things progressing: learn it, then go 
out and use it! A typical classroom setting 
spent learning from books and lectures and 
immediately putting that into practice in 
an authentic setting reinforces the content 
covered. It’s a great way to learn and inspires 
academic-to-career confdence! Once she 
settled on a career, her advisor suggested 
she apply for two Delta Dental scholarships, 
both of which she received. Ramsey had 
to work two or sometimes three jobs while 
going to school—that was her reality. 
Scholarships make an unworkable situation 
easier. More time is spent on school work 
so better grades are achieved, your car can 
get fxed, and enjoy some fnancial space. 
Student situations can be extra precarious, 
often depending on pure luck for success. 
Ramsey refers to the scholarship assist as 
“much-needed room to breathe.” 

At left, MacKenze works on a dental crown.
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Ramsey wants others to feel 
that same relief 
Her appreciation is deep and she can still 
feel the stress lifting as if it happened just 
this morning. Ramsey wants others to know 
what this elusive feeling is like: success is 
energizing! When Ramsey wanted to set up 
a scholarship for Western students, the 
idea was met with a resounding “of course 
we should do that.”  Rivertown Dental 
brings painless, cutting-edge dentistry to 
rural Wisconsin and local opportunities 
or students to hone their craft in clinical 
settings. Rivertown Dental operates on 
four core values: Quality, Caring, Trust, and 
Dedication. The work culture centers on 
employee education and operates in a 
setting of forever learning and servant 
leadership. The team functions as a dynamic 
whole, working together in an atmosphere 
of caring and positivity. 

MacKenze with Dr. Gregory Cochrane, D.D.S. 

Scholarship Golf Outing 
Ramsey also organized a Rivertown Dental 
team for the annual Scholarship Golf Outing 
event, the Western Alumni Association’s 
largest fundraising extravaganza. The 
golf outing is a fun get-together for area 
businesses and organizations while raising 
essential student funds. She provides a 
valuable point of view as a new member 
of the Western Technical College Alumni 
Board. Ramsey explains her commitment 
to Western best, “Western is a great school, 
they make you feel so comfortable, and I 
trusted their guidance. They did so much 
for me. If you could give back to the school 
that helped you, why wouldn’t you? I want 
others to have the same opportunity, the 
same help, and legitimate chance.” 

"Thank you for your generosity,
it allowed me to pay for the expenses of 
my fnal semester. As I complete my education 
at Western, I am thankful for this gift. Because 
of this scholarship, I will be able to pay for 
travel expenses as I fnish my schooling with 
internships around Wisconsin. Thank you again 
for your thoughtful and generous gift." 

Sincerely, 
Bailey Brown
Physical Therapy Assistant 
Class of 2022 

"I am lucky enough to be selected as a recipient of your generous scholarship. 
You have made it possible for me to continue my education and achieve my dream 
of earning a college degree. I am currently a second-year student at Western Technical 
College in the Associate of Science-Liberal Arts program. I am also in my fnal semester 
here! I am attending the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater next fall where I will 
complete my Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting. 

I work full-time at a sand mine and am responsible for paying for my education 
completely on my own. I have two beautiful daughters who mean the world to me. 
Everything I do is for them and it wouldn’t be possible without generous donors. 
I strive for excellence in the classroom, and donations such as this allow me to focus 
more on my studies. Thank you for your support of me as a student and father. It means 
more than you’ll ever know." 

Sincerely, 
Nolan Brand 

“Western is a great school, they make you feel so comfortable. 
They did so much for me. If you could give back to the school 
that helped you, why wouldn’t you? I want others to have 
the same opportunity, the same help, and legitimate chance.” 

–MacKenze Ramsey '16 



• 

.1.. 

western 
Technical colleg~ 

Western Foundation 2021-22 REPORT CHANGING LIVES 

$632,000
given to students! 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
ASSETS 2021-2022

   Current Assets $835,065

 Investments $7,267,460

 Other $6,722 

Total Assets $8,109,247 

LIABILITIES 2021-2022

   Liabilities $282,133

   Net Assets $7,827,114 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $8,109,247 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
SUPPORT AND REVENUE 2021-2022

 Contributions $1,063,341

 Investment Income -$1,290,235

 College in-kind, Rental, Other $384,971 

Total Support and Revenue $253,062 

EXPENSES 2021-2022

   Awards $632,066

   Program Support $430,085

 Contracted Services, Other $500,449 

Total Expenses $1,562,600 

FUND BALANCE 2021-2022

 Beginning $8,063,674

 Ending $6,786,546 

WESTERN TECHNICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS 

WESTERN 
HAS 188 

DUAL CREDIT 
AGREEMENTS 

WITH 29 
AREA HIGH 
SCHOOLS! 

95% 
GRADUATES 
EMPLOYED 

Kyle Jeff Jackie Debra Johnson Raghad Jerry Gail George Angie 
Bakkum '82 Wieser '83 Gerke-Edwards Towner ‘77 Alkhazraji Bisinger Cleary Kruck Lawrence 

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer MBA, MASL 

FOUNDATION OFFICE 
Coleman Center, Room 130

 304 6th Street North, La Crosse, WI 54601 
foundation@westerntc.edu | 608-785-9487

F O U N D AT I O N  
westerntc.edu/foundation 
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FOUNDATION STAFF 
Jacquelyn Schreiner, Executive Director 
Stephanie Knutson, Alumni Relations Coordinator 
Jaime Fortier ‘98, Donor Relations and Scholarship Coordinator 
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